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The organiser

The  German  Federal  Ministry  for  Economic  Cooperation  and  Development  (BMZ) 
draws up the German government's development policy, provides funding, and defines the 
development cooperation strategies and how they are put into practice. The BMZ is guided in 
this by the United Nations Millennium Development Goals, the Paris Declaration and the 
Accra Agenda for Action. The BMZ provided the main part of the funding for the 3rd Policy 
Workshop (www.bmz.de).

The Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH
Established  on  1  January  2011,  GIZ  brings  together  under  one  roof  the  long-standing 
expertise  of  DED,  GTZ und  InWEnt.  Our  registered  offices  are  in  Bonn  and  Eschborn. 
Working efficiently, effectively and in a spirit of partnership we support people and societies 
in  developing,  transition  and  industrialised  countries  in  shaping  their  own  futures  and 
improving  living  conditions.  GIZ’s  purpose is  to  promote  international  cooperation  for 
sustainable  development  and  international  education  work.  As  a  100% federally  owned, 
public-benefit enterprise, we support the German Government in achieving its development 
policy goals (www.giz.de).

http://www.bmz.de/
http://www.giz.de/


Introduction
Indigenous groups make a central contribution to cultural diversity and the preservation 
of traditional knowledge systems. According to UN estimates, between 350-700 million 
individuals belong to indigenous groups constituting some 5,000 peoples and tribes, 
represented in 76 nations. However, they are often still deprived of their fundamental 
rights and excluded from political and social participation.

Today, cooperation with indigenous peoples is an essential prerequisite for successful 
poverty  reduction.  Particularly  in  countries  with  a  large  indigenous  population,  the 
Millennium Development Goals can only be achieved if indigenous peoples’ potential is 
harnessed for the development process and their specific interests and needs are taken 
into account. 

German development cooperation intends to increase its commitment to cooperation 
with indigenous groups in Africa and Asia. Development projects have so far paid much 
less  attention  to  indigenous  peoples  in  these  regions  than  in  Latin  America,  where 
German  Development  Cooperation  is  already  working  directly  with  indigenous 
organisations as partners.

The main focus of the workshop is to develop strategies and guidelines for German 
official development policy on cooperation with indigenous peoples in Africa and Asia. 
The  conclusions  of  this  Expert  Workshop  are  to  provide  a  frame  of  reference  and 
recommendations for future cooperation with indigenous groups in Africa and Asia and 
serve as a basis for policy orchestration and coordination.

The workshop is part of the series of events on “Development policy rooted in human 
rights”, initiated  in  June  2010  by  development  minister  Dirk  Niebel.  The  aim  is  to 
promote an active and even controversial discussion of human rights approaches which 
will lead to formulating the fundamental focus of German development cooperation with 
indigenous groups in Asia and Africa. 

The Expert Workshop is structured along the following key issues:

• Analysis of the human rights situation of indigenous peoples and their contribution to 
cultural diversity, traditional knowledge and sustainable development

• Structure, situation and organisation of indigenous groups in Africa and Asia

• Possible activities and commitment of German official development policy to observe 
and promote the rights of indigenous peoples

• Recommendations for future cooperation of German official development policy with 
indigenous peoples in Africa and Asia

Format

The workshop will be highly participatory.

 The morning of the Expert Workshop will be taken up by a plenary session. Introductory 
papers will review the current relevance of cooperation with indigenous groups in Africa 
and Asia. Subsequently, there will be an opportunity to develop detailed questions to be 



dealt with in the working groups in the afternoon. After lunch work will start in the two 
parallel working groups. 

The following areas are presented for discussion in the working groups:

1. Sustainability, resource management and conflicts

Working questions:

− How can the protection of human rights and sustainable development be 
promoted by using cultural resources and protecting traditional knowledge? Are 
good practices already available?

− How far can current developments in the areas of climate protection, biodiversity 
or REDD be utilised to provide focused support for indigenous concerns?

− Where are the main lines of conflict in terms of contentions over resource and 
land (use) rights? Can these be transformed into a sustainable approach?

2. Participation of indigenous groups and their representation

Working questions:

− How can the rights of indigenous peoples be promoted through processes of 
participation, consultation and institutional building? Are good practices already 
available?

− Can the human rights situation be improved through focused strengthening of 
indigenous groups? What are the starting points for this?

− What opportunities do decentralised approaches like promoting local 
development, networking and new media offer for preserving cultural diversity?

− What competences are particularly relevant for development cooperation workers 
in establishing and developing German development cooperation with indigenous 
groups in Africa and Asia?



Programme

Introduction

08:30 – 09:00 Registration

09:00 – 09:15 Welcome and explanation of the procedure for the Expert Workshop

Moderation: Birgit Laue 

09:15 – 09:35 Introduction

Harald Klein, Director General, Asia and Latin America; Policy Issues and 
Organization of bilateral Development Cooperation, Federal Ministry for Economic 
Cooperation and Development (BMZ), Germany

“Indigenous groups and human rights – challenges for German development  
cooperation”

09:35 – 10:00 Keynote

James Anaya, Special Rapporteur on the rights of indigenous peoples, Office of the 
United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR), Geneva 

The United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples and Its  
Call for a New Model of Development

Part 1: Status review
Indigenous groups in Africa and Asia – Human rights situation and degree of 

organisation

10:00 – 11:00 Introduction

Dr Theodor Rathgeber, Expert, Forum Human Rights, Coordination ILO 169, 
Germany

Case study Asia

Joji Carino, Policy Advisor, Tebtebba Foundation, Philippines

“Securing Indigenous Peoples Rights in National Implementation of  
Sustainable Development, Biodiversity and Climate Change Commitments”

• Reconciling customary rights and governance with national law and international 
obligations

• Promoting accountability and monitoring of implementation through indicators 
relevant for indigenous peoples

Case study Africa

Jennifer Koinante, Vice President, Indigenous Peoples of Africa Co-ordinating 
Committee (IPACC)

“Human rights situation and degree of organisation of indigenous groups in  
Africa – status review and starting points for German development  
cooperation”

11:00 – 11:20 Discussion and questions

11:20 – 11:30 Coffee Break



11:30 – 12:30 Introduction to working groups

Specification of existing and additional questions to be handled by working groups

1. Sustainability, resource management and conflicts

Moderation: Michael Ziegler

2. Participation of indigenous groups and their representation

Moderation: Birgit Laue 

12:30 – 13:30 Lunch

Part 2: Working groups
Developing recommendations for course of action in cooperating with indigenous 

groups in Africa and Asia (based on selected thematic areas)

13:30 – 15:30 Working group 1

Sustainability, resource management and conflicts

Moderation: Michael Ziegler

Introductory presentation

Christian Erni, Asia Program Coordinator, International Work Group for 
Indigenous Affairs (IWGIA), Denmark

The presentation

• briefly explores the interface of sustainability and
self-determination of indigenous peoples

• identifies key determining factors affecting sustainability of indigenous 
natural resource management systems

• identifies strategic principles for supportive activities in the
• field of NRM among indigenous communities
• identifies points of departure and concrete suggestions for support to 

indigenous peoples and their communities in the field of NRM

Working group 2

Participation of indigenous groups and their representation

Moderation: Birgit Laue

Introductory presentation

Suhas Chakma, Executive Director, Asian Centre for Human Rights (ACHR), India 

15:30 – 16:00 Coffee break

16:00 – 16:30 Reports by the working groups

16:30 – 17:10 Discussion and summarisation of results



17:10 – 17:30 Closing remarks

Dr Theodor Rathgeber – Expert, Forum Human Rights, Coordination ILO 169, 
Germany

Harald Klein, Director General, Asia and Latin America; Policy Issues and 
Organization of bilateral Development Cooperation, Federal Ministry for Economic 
Cooperation and Development (BMZ), Germany

ca. 19:00 Sightseeing Tour by bus incl dinner


